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rewes TR OTIRYY AN O0PYM D3NN TR 1200 08 - God will surely remember you, and you shall
take up my bones out of here. The viceroy of Egypt, the ruler who by his smallest gesture had the
power to judge his hrothers for life or death, before whom the brothers begged for their own lives
as they pledged eternal subjugation 1o him, now makes an amazing request. The all-powerful
Joseph was utterly powerless Lo accomplish the one objective that mattered most: to assume his
place among the tribes of Israel, to have his name etched beside that of his brothers on the breast-
plate of the Kohen Gudol. To achieve this goal, Joseph had to be buried in the Land of Istael.
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The Biblical commentators ask why Joseph did not simply assign his (wo sons Manasseh and

Ephraim, the (ask of his intermznt. The answer is that Joseph was not clxﬂ’ywﬂs
firial testing, place, but about his very legacy. He'was torn ffom s tarmily, estranged in Egyptian
exile Tor 50 long that Ne required a spiritual realignment with the rest of the Children of Israel.

To accomplish this realignment, Joseph had to repair the breach in the relationship with his
hrathers, a relationship that had been strained since childhood. He somehow had to inculcate love
and respect where previously there had been distrust and fear. His legacy had 1o be redefined and
redeemed, with acknowledgement by his brothers and their descendants of his pivotal role in the
continuity of the Jewish nation.

Therte is a subtle double meaning in Joseph’s request. 'mioyy nis Sroym, And you shall take up my
bones: the removal of my remains from Egypt should “elevate” my standing Irom estrangement Lo
an integral constituent of the iribes-oHaraet:

In this way the antithesis of Josgpls dream came to pass__m_m_m_elxﬁgﬂmMelf
before his own brothers as he begged them to fulfill his dying request. He was now utterly depen-
dent on Tis brothers to attain his own redemption. -—

‘Cn the might when the [ews wege read ; for their triumphant exodus from Egypt, the Midrash
relates that Moses delayed their depammgtﬂﬁﬁm%emm Rabbah
20:19). In this way, Moses acknowledged the importance of Joseph and his spiritual mission as
the paragon of Jewish commitment in exile. Joseph had demonstrated that one could identify asa
Jew and act in accordance with Jewish precepts, both in poverty as a slave and in royal grandeur
as the ruler of Egypt. Without his example as a precedent, Jews could not have endured the cen-
turies of enslavemnent in Egypt.

And why was Moses so dedicated to this task? The commentators suggest this was because he was
a grandson of Levi, Joseph’s greatest antagonist: Simeon and Levi are brothers; instruments of violence
ave their weapons (49:3). Levi was among the greatest of scoffers as joseph recounted his dreams. But
through his great descendant Moses, Levi vicariously acknowledged his mistake. The Taimud (Satah
20b} comments on the phrase in Exodus (13:19): And he [Moses] took Joseph’s bones with him—with
him in his abode. Moses not only physically carried Joseph5 coffin, but internalized Joseph’ legacy.
Mases acknowledged that the entire nation owed their everlasting gratitude to Joseph, not only for
their physical well-being—a gratitude that was already expressed, as foretold in the first dream—but
also, and perhaps mainly, [or his spiritual leadership and example as represented in his second dream.

This belated recognition constituted the complete fulfillment of the sun, the moon, and eleven
stars were prostrating themselves to me (37:9). Could there be a more beautiful example of such obgi-
sance than Moses carrying Josephs coffin on his shoulders? Joseph’s spiritual mission on earth was

now validaled, His second areany uititled ™ iis entirety. Dvrashol Hurav, pp o oi
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